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1n Mississippi we have a pame bird, a quail,
that during the war was partly protected. You
could shoot them to eat yoursell bur it was
illegal to scll them. Hunrers did sell them
illicicly as ‘swamp chicken’, The B-26 re-
minded me of a quail; it had a large hody,
small wings and had to flap real hard to stay
in the air. 3o when 1 picked v my regulan
B26 ar Barlsdale Field, Louisiana, for the
flight pverseas [ oamed v Saas Chicken,

A B-260-22, she was an excellent aiveraft
and handled beantifully, Marauders varied
considerably in cheir flight characteristics,
some having to be constantly trinwmed out,
Swanep Chivken was so smooth she was often
flovwrn as o lead ship — Colonel Thatcher, the
Group U, wsed her guite a bit, Although
it was my regular ship it was often flown by
other crews and becane the first B-26 in the
Group to reach 50 missions — and without
pver once having o o back through
mechanical faifure,

1 tonk Swamp Chicken on her 32nd mission
which was my 26th, The target was a Noball,
one of those Veweapon ski-sites hidden in
Urench woods, With oaly o shallow penetra-
tion of enemy oceupied territory it looked
like a milk run, but the Germans were moving
hundreds of guns into these arcas so calyeious-
Iy they didn't like the way we were knocking
the MNoballs out,

My ciew was co-pilot Leon Jackson,
hombardier John Brush, engineer Michael
Miyo and radioman Bill Vermiilion, My
regular tail gunner, Ollic Myers, had a cold
and didn't fly that day. Instead we had Sgt
MeCandlish, « former gn‘rund man Wl
applied for Might seatus and had just come in
from gunnery school. This was his firsl
TS EIHL,

We rook off in the early afternoon, the
Group putting up three boxes with mots
than 50 airplanes. There was brokea cloud
at around 3,500 feer which thinned as the
Formation flew south o our first checkpoine
ar Gillinghany, Nearing the Hoglish south
canst we turned at Shorcham and headed
out owver the point known as Beachy Head,
[t tock 15 minutes to reach the Prench coast
where landfall over Berck-sur-Mer was grect-
cd with heavy but inaceurate flak, The cloud
below us had buoile up again as we crogsed
the Channel  althoogh  there clear
parches ahead. T oould see the familiar French
countryside below as the Formalion weaved
in cvasive action; it was a line wintee's day
and visibility was good.

We were bricfed for an eight minate tun
o Drevenr whete the furmaton sould tuen
notth-east eventually 1o locate our [P at
Bruay and hit our argets oo the Tun out 1o
the Channel. Swamp Chicker was flying the No

wete



3 position, lead squadron, second box, We
reached Frévent and had just completed our
turn when there was o tremendous erack and
the 1|1J1l e pulled violently to the right. The
ting wing went upand | lost control, There
wis A seventh B-26 Hying the slot in our
clement and we must have narrowly missed
colliding with it as we sweat out of the
fermation. 1 don’t recall seeing anything and
assumed from the behaviour of the airplane
that wie'd taken a hit in che right engine. To
counterser the pull we cut the throttle on the
left engme and T rold the co-piloe to feather
the prop’ on the right - normal procedure in
this sart of emersency. Loon replied: “We
don't have anv right cagine” | looked
across snd  was horrified o osee a tanglil
miss of metal and fuel lines protroding
from a rorn nacelle; the whole engine had
disappeared|

Wich il the power on one side, the un-
balance ercated by lasing 2,5000b fram the
vight wing and broken fuel lines spraying

gas around o create o fire hazard, we really
were i troublel T oapplicd left rudder and
aileron and managed to bring the lefi wing
down, while we both tried desper: Ly ro i
the plane for level flight, Tt necded all pur
strength on the contrals, [ knew 1 had tosalve
the load of eighe 5000 bambs fast as we were
|1c'1din; dowen all the time, 1 pulled the galva
kaol above my head but nothing happencd,
By this time John Brush had come up From
the nose — e rr!:n:(_ ta he inoan (_m(m._n“.
As the Lr::,k]-uu release wouldn't work lqum
wont hack inco the nose and managed o
jettison the bombs with the controls there, T
teol o lor of courape in the circumstances g
the plane might have EONC N0 & SPin at Ay
mociment, Free of 1|HE welght we naped we
could mainiain altitude l}u1 when we applied
tull power to the lef engine Swawh Clicton
kept skidding to the righe, We had a choice of

holding altitude and flving in a cirele, or
hedding o course and losing altitude, We

decicded o orv for a4 course For 5 we couldn’t
mnke Bogland we might get o the Channel
and ditech,

Afrer a Few minuces we could see we were
not going to ger very faroas abitude was
being lost toa quicklv, Toadd 1o aur trroubles
we were now all alone and being continually
fired on by lght ek, Our position was very
vulnerable to say the least and sconer or Later
a4 shell was zoing 1o knock the plane out of
control. There was now no hope of making
the coast sooar 4000 feet T ovdered the cresw
ey hale out, 1 knew that if barh pilots left
the controls the plane would turn on s
back and go in before cither of us could jump,
somebady had o remain. 5o [ said ro Leon:
T held e if you would like o per out, o
are you rolng o stav wirth me and crash land;
it"s your decision,” Ht- satd he would bale onr,
When he lec go the controls to leave it beeame
very difficult to hold the plane, taking all me
strength on the rudder pedais 1o kecp her
straigint,

Woith the surain [ had ta et down quickly
and picked ot g suitable spot ahead, slightly
rolling farmland with wonds dnmr] s,
When the cm-uw had been knacked o rhe
main wheel came down, Wich no hydraulic
power 1 conld noc lower the other wheel or
taige the down wheel, Tr was a precey e
carivug stituation: if there had been rime o
reflece on the clance of coming out alive ]
pucss 1 would have realised it was very slim,

Lwas down ro about S0 fee, trying to line
up on the open area abead, when the aircraf
twice jerked vielently and 1 saw thar a stream
of 2mm fre was coming up st me. Thea 1
realised thar the beld Ud chosen 1o belly into
Jml adflak battery at one end ! The anly thing

conld think of was to fire the Hve figed 21118
in the hope that they would quicten the ilak
gunners ar spoil their aim as T tried 1o ger




o the grovnd. | went divectly across the sine
just a few feet from the ground, cut back
o the power and dumped the airerafe onto
the field which had a slight uphill gradicnr. |
s doing about 160mph wher she hit and
really didn’t think there was much hope of
getting out because with one wheel down
she wounld he bouand o 5[1i11 eownd, cart-
wheel and exphode. Adier the first impact [
didn’t remember anythings either my o head
Wit the contral whee! or it came back and hit
my head; 1 don't know - but [ was stunned,

[ awoke in o gold cloud, an cerie fecling
anct! 1 saw T was sl in the cockpic and not
soene celestind place, The fire risk immediately
had ane scrambling oot through the top
harch and on to the pround. Half comemssed,
with a bad cut on my forchead, 1 was in ne
state tooren anmd inany ease the roops from
the flak batrery were san there, They were
certainly surprised rto see a complete engine
rissing friom the atrplane. Tr arned out the
porld elovd was made by the aluminium oxide

poveder from sea dye murkers that had broken
apen in the crash. Old Spasp Chicken was stll
precty well in one plece ard evidently the
loweered wheel had heen hanging free and
doubled up as soon as the plane hic the
arrond.

I was taken ro rhe fak bavtery and after
a while they brought in a body wrapped in
parachuce, Of all teagic ironies, it was Leon
|ackson; apparently his "chute hadn’t opened.
Brush, WVermillion and  MeCandlish
caprured but they never did get Migo who
contacted  the  French  Underground  and
warked in o bakery until they gor him aver
the Pyrenees int Spain,

In prisen cump T learne thae the 5 February
mission was ooe o the most eostly our
Group ever flew. The flak barrage knocked
down two other B-26s after mine was hic by
the liest buests. Anocher M plancs were
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damaped, one soo badly the crew had te
absodon it peer their home base after heading
icont over the Narch Sea.



