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Elevator Control Failure

Blamed for Crash of Jet

General carse of a Montana Air
National Guard jet plane's fatal
cragsh here April 18 wég in the
elevator control system of the airc-
craff, an  aceident
buarl:i I:Ietremtu:md Tueaday.
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investigating

\the  29th
sirom, made an exbanstive study
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“However, the final . specific
cause of the accident iz undetes-
mingd, due o Lhe extent of destrue-
tion of the aireraft,'” the board
ruled upon completion of ks inves-

tigation,

Maj. William I, Tiewis, the pilot,
and 1=t Lit. Ronalel Foland, the ra-

rdar observer, wers killed when the

P80 fighter-interceptor  crashed
and burned in a wheat fleld {mme-
diately southwest of Great Falls
International Airport seconds after
taking off. Both were Air Force
advizers to the local guard unit.
The hoard, assisted by specialists
from Hill Air Force Base, Uiah,
representatives  from  the Air|’
Foree’s flying safety division and
Air Division ab Malm-

of - every  possibility  and  every
pieee of the wreekage, Col, Rodger
Iy Young, Montana ANG com-
mander, reported.

“Many  possibilities: of causes
were ellminated positively by the
board,” Col. Youpg ‘said,

‘The hoard, in ruling the general
cause: {o bein the elevator con-
trol syatem, said this prevenled the
pilot from rmovieg Ehe control stick
forward Cafter breaking  ground,
thus cavzing the aircralt fo stall,

“There are stll four or five pos-
sibilities within the. system that
could have eavsed this—which one
caused it, is (he undetermined fae-
for,' the board ruled,

“The persomal concern and inters
esl thal everyone Look in this in-
vestigation made it the moeb thor-
oughand exhaustive possible" Col.
Young said. He expressed appre-
ciation ‘and gratitnde o' all per-
somnel invelved and to the many
agencies involving people of Great
“whoge  understanding and
asgistince  greatly contriboted to
ihis  investigation and Lhe many

problems involved,™




